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Tracks of Deer
The last dusk gathers the troughs
and deep wells into its darkness;
the moon assumes its place beside
the silo’s reflection; a cloud of midges
condenses the air above the pond.
Winding paths worn through grass
cross the meadow suffused with lunar light.
I bend down, touch the earth.
Wally Swist

Wally Swist is the author of seventeen books and chapbooks of poetry. His newest
collection, Luminous Dream, was a finalist for the 2010 FutureCycle Poetry Book
Prize. His new book, Huang Po and the Dimensions of Love, was the co-winner of the
Crab Orchard Series Open Poetry Competition, and Southern Illinois University
Press will publish it in 2012.

summer/FALL 2011 153

Appalachia_SF2011_6thpages_5.10.indd 153

5/10/11 2:49:42 PM

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.” — Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES
YOU LOVE!
Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading America’s longest-running
journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off
the journal’s cover price.
That’s three years of Appalachia
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose
a one-year subscription (2 issues)
for $18 —18% off the cover price.
Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more
Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

Subscription prices valid as of June 2022. Prices and offers subject to change
without notice. For the most up-to-date information, visit outdoors.org.

